
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING FOR 

ESTABLISHMENT "RANGAPURAM DOLOMITE MINE" BY M/S. SOUTH WEST 

MINING LIMITED., HELD ON 30.03.2017 AT 11.00 A.M AT PROPOSED SITE AT 

SY.NO. 82/B, RANGAPURAM(V), BETHAMCHERLA(M), KURNOOL DISTRICT 

FOR MINING OF DOLOMITE OF 1.0 MILLION TONS PER ANNUM OVER AN  

EXTENT OF 37.042 HECTARES AT SY.NO. 70/1, 70/2, 74 & 82/B, OF 

RANGAPURAM(V), BETHAMCHERLA(M), KURNOOL DISTRICT.  

A. THE FOLLOWING PANEL MEMBERS ATTENDED THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS. 

1. Sri C.HARI KIRAN., I.A.S 
The Joint Collector & Add!. Dist. Magistrate 
Kurnool District. 

2. Dr. P.Prasada Rao., MTech, Ph.D., 
Environmental Engineer, 
A.P. Pollution Control Board, 
Regional Office, Kurnool. 

Chairman 

Member 

B. 	Representatives of the Industry 

1. Sri B.P.Pandey 	 Vice President, JSW India Ltd., 

2. Sri 0 KesavaReddy 	Manager Mines. 

3. Sri G.Venugopala Reddy 	Teams Labs & Consultants (P) Ltd., Hyderabad. 

C. 	The list of Officers and Public present at the meeting is appended as Annexure-A. 

At the outset the Environmental Engineer, A.P. Pollution Control Board, Regional 

Office, Kurnool, welcomed the Joint Collector & Addl. Dist. Magistrate, Kurnool District, 

the Chairman of the Public Hearing meeting, the public gathered at the Venue, Media and 

also the District Officials. The Environmental Engineer informed the gathering that the 

present public hearing is for the Establishment of Dolomite mine i.e., "Rangapuram Dolomite 

Mine" by M/s South West Mining Limited at Sy.No.70/1 ,70/2,74 & 82/B of Rangapuram (V) 

Bethamcherla (M), Kurnool District over an extent of 37.042 Ha with an investment of Rs. 

5.0 Crores. 
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He explained the Salient features of the notification S.O.No.1533 (E), dated 14.09.2006 

& its amendments there of issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt. of India 

under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. He stated that projects listed in the Schedule - 

A & B of EIA Notification S.O.No.1533 (E), dated 14.09.2006 are required to obtain the 

environmental clearance under the provisions of Environment Protection Act, 1986. He also 

informed that the proposed Dolomite mine of M/s South West Mining Limited "Rangapuram 

Dolomite Mine" requires Environmental Clearance from the MoE&F, Govt. of India, New 

Delhi and Environmental Public Hearing is mandatory for this project. 

He informed that a press notification pertaining to the proposed Public Hearing was 

published in "Andhrajyoti" and "The Hindu" daily news papers on 28.02.2017 and also the 

draft ETA / EMP report, Executive Summaries in Telugu and English were displayed at i) 

Office of the Collector & District Magistrate, Kurnool ii) Zilla Parishad Office, Kurnool 

District iii) District Industries Centre, Kurnool iv) APPCB, Zonal Office, Kurnool v) 

Regional Office (South Eastern Zone) MoEF & CC, Govt. Of India, Chennai. vi) Tahsildhar 

Office, Bethamcherla (M), Kurnool Dist and vii) Gram Panchayat Office, Rangapuram (V) 

viii) Gram Panchayat Office, Kommurikottala (V) Kurnool Dist for information of the public 

to offer Suggestions, Views, Comments and objections, if any within 30 days from the date of 

publication. He also informed that one representation was received from Sri P.Sununda 

Reddy, President, "Dharithri Paryavarana Parirakshana Samithi" till now. He then requested 

the Joint Collector & Additional District Magistrate, Chairman of the public hearing panel to 

conduct the proceedings of the meeting. 

The Joint collector & Additional District Magistrate welcomed the farmers, 

villagers, Revenue Divisional Officer, Kurnool, Tahsildhar, Bethamcharla, Environmental 

Engineer, APPCB, Kurnool, Media and representatives of the M/s South west Mining 

Limited. He informed that M/s South west Mining is proposing to carryout dolomite mining 

over an extent of 91.53 Acres in Sy.No. 70/1, 70/2, 74 & 82/13 of Rangapuram (V), 

Bethamcherla (M), Kurnool District and has applied for Environmental Clearance for which 

Environmental public hearing is mandatory. He informed that the present public hearing is 

arranged to obtain the views suggestions, comments and objections if any with regarding to 
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the environmental impacts of the proposed mine on the surrounding villages, agricultural 

lands etc., of the nearby villagers, farmers, and other tffected people. He said that an 

opportunity will be given to each one of the public attended for the public hearing and 

requested them to express their views on proposed mine without any fear. He informed that 

the Audio & Video of proceedings of the Public Hearing will be recorded and the minutes 

will be communicated to MoEF & CC, Gol, India for examination of the proposal while 

issuing Environmental Clearance. The Joint Collector has informed that the project consultant 

will briefly explain the salient features of the proposed mine and requested the public to 

express their objections on the mine later on. He also assured the gathering the objections 

raised by them will be noted down and at the end, the management will give their 

explanations on the issues/objections raised by the public. The Environmental Engineer 

requested the consultant to explain briefly the details of the proposed mine, its environmental 

impacts on the surrounding, and pollution control measures to be adopted by them to the 

public gathered at venue. 

Sri. G.Venugopala reddy, Environmental Consultant, Teams labs, Hyderabad has 

informed that M/s. South West Mining Limited has obtained lease from mining department 

for Dolomite mine over an extent of 37.042 Ha in Sy.No. 70/1, 70/2,74 & 82/13, Rangapuram 

(V), Bethamcherla (M), Kurnool District with a production capacity of 1.00 Million tons per 

annum. In order to obtain Environmental Clearance for the project, they have applied to 

Ministry of Environment & forests and obtained Terms of Reference (TOR) for carrying out 

environmental studies. The mining is being done by opencast mechanized mining method, 

drilling will be done by DTH drill and blasting through conventional slurry explosives. He 

informed that the tippers and trucks will be used for transportation purpose and the mined 

material will be transported to the Rangapuram Railway station by road, from there it will be 

transported through Railway wagons to their unit i.e., JSW Steels, Bellary for captive 

consumption. He informed that the total manpower requirement for the proposed mine is 68 

numbers, 4 members are skilled, 11 members are semi - skilled and remaining workers will 

be sourced from the surrounding villages. He informed that there is no waste generation 

expected in the first five years of the mining period but still considering unexpected 

generation of waste about 1.494 Ha of area is earmarked for the purpose of waste dumping. 
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He briefly explained the method of mining and informed that it is proposed to mine Dolomite 

ore by mechanized opencast mining method by a system of benches. The bench height will be 

maintained at about 7m, width will be about 20m, and Slope of the benches will be 

maintained at 450  gradients. He informed that drilling will be carried out by 115mm dia DTH 

drill and blasting by conventional explosive. He informed that mine will be operated by 

mechanical means and ripper dozers, hydraulic excavators wheel loaders, tippers will be used 

for progressing benches and for handling the ore/waste material. 

He informed that baseline environment study of the mine lease area was conducted in 

core zone and as well as buffer zone i.e., 10km radius from the ML boundary which include 

detailed characterization of components like meteorological observations, Ambient Air 

Quality, Noise Quality, Water Quality, Soil Quality, Biological study and Demographic 

pattern. 

Air Environment: 

He informed that baseline Ambient Air Quality was monitored at 8 locations (2 in Core Zone 

and 6 in Buffer Zone) i.e., Kommurikottala, Kolumulapalli, Papasanikottala, Bethamcherla, 

Gutupalli, Balapalapalli. The ambient air quality observed during the study period is well 

within the prescribed National Ambient air Quality standards (NAAQS). He also informed 

that the unit has proposed to implement the mitigation measures such as i) transportation of 

ore through covered trucks ii) use of sharp drill bits for drilling holes and drills with water 

flushing systems (wet drilling), to reduce dust generation iii) use of delay detonators and 

shock tube initiation system for blasting so as to reduce vibration and dust iv) water 

sprinkling to suppress dust v) providing green belt along the boundary to arrest the dust 

pollution. 

Water environment: 

He informed that the total water requirement for the mine is 40KLD and is mainly for 

maintaining green belt - 6KLD, for sprinkling on haul roads - 26KLD to mitigate dust 

emissions, occasional wet drilling - 5KLD, and for domestic purpose - 3KLD. He also 

informed that the unit has proposed to implement the mitigation measures such as i) 

formation of water garlands to regulate and drain the rain water from the quarry and directs 
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tl- 
its course away from the dumping areas ii) the dump is designed to 'have reverse slopes so 

that rain water does not flow through the slopes iii) providing sufficient gully checks and 

check dams to check any silt flowing along with the surface run-off in the valleys iv) 

provision of retention walls at the foot of the dumps as per the mining plan. He also informed 

that Dolomite mining does not dispose off any effluent in the surrounding water courses and 

hence, there is no effect to the surface water. As the area does not receive normal rainfall, 

there is hardly any possibility of siltation of the seasonal streams during the rainy season. 

Noise environment: 

The major sources of noise during the operation are mining machinery, equipment, drilling, 

blasting and vehicular movement and informed that unit proposes to adopt improved 

silencers, mufflers and closed noise generating parts, regular and periodic maintenance of 

noise generating machinery including transport vehicles, locations of site office and other 

infrastructures away from the noise sources. Also, personal protective equipment like 

earmuffs, earplugs will be provided to workers involved in works closer to noise generating 

sources. He also informed that unit proposes to regulate charger per delay, M.S delay 

detonators or sequential blasting, etc., to control vibrations. 

Further, he has informed that regular water spraying will be carried on the haulage roads 

using tankers during transportation of ore, dust extraction systems would be used in drill 

machines, sharp drill bits for drilling holes and drills with water flushing systems (wet 

drilling) to reduce dust generation. Also, he has informed that plantation will be developed 

along approach roads, and on safety barrier zones to suppress dust. He also assured that they 

will spend about 12.00 Lakhs per annum towards CSR activities for the development of the 

nearby villages. 

Views, suggestions & objections raised by the public 

The Environmental Engineer, A.P. Pollution Control Board. Regional Office, Kurnool, 

requested the public to elicit their views, suggestions and objections if any, on the proposed 

mining project. He stated that each and every person gathered at the venue would be granted 

the opportunity to express their views, suggestions, objections etc., on the proposed mining 

project. - 
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Sri A. Gopalq  Kommurikottala (V): has informed that crops yield in the surrounding 

agricultural lands is reduced to dust pollution from the existing mining activity of South West 

mining. He also informed that the industry is not carrying out water sprinkling regularly and 

also informed that their houses is being damaged due to the blasting activity of the industry. 

Also, he has informed that the unit has not developed any green belt in the mine lease area. 

Smt Thimmamma, Kommurikottala (V): has complained that the dust pollution from the 

mine is causing damage to their crops and also the crop yield is reduced due to the mining 

activity. She has also informed that due to blasting, the flying rocks from the mine are falling 

in their agricultural lands damaging their crops. 

Sri Pedda Eddulanna, Balapalapalli (V): has informed that the other mines in the area i.e., 

mines belonging to Sri.Rajendranath Reddy, Hon'ble MLA, Dhone are giving compensation 

of about Rs.5000/- per acre and requested the management of the South West mining also to 

pay compensation on par with them as their crops are being damaged due to the dust 

pollution from the mine. 

Sri G. Gopal, Rangapuram (V): has requested the management to reduce the height of the 

road at the Railway under bridge, near Rangapuram Railway station as it is difficult for the 

movement of cart tracks. Sri Kesava Reddy, representative of the mine has assured that they 

will decrease the height and also will make proper slope for easy movement of cart tracks at 

the Railway under bridge. 

Sri Thimmaih, Kommurikottala (V): informed that the unit is using road passing through 

their village for transportation of their mineral and the roads are being damaged due to heavy 

loads. He also informed that the villagers are facing pollution problems due to dust emanated 

due to the movement of the vehicles. 

Sri Raja Kommurikottala (V): He has informed that the present road can be used for 

movement of the tractors and informed that there is no necessity for development of 

alternative road as there are no problems being faced by the villagers. 
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Sri Adinarayana of Kommurikottala (V): has informed that the effects of the mining 

activity is majorly on the Kommurikottala village as it is causing crop damage to the 

agricultural lands, damage to the roads and also cracks to the houses in village due to 

vibration. He has requested the management to give top priority to the Kommurikottala 

villagers in the employment opportunities, developmental activities under CSR activities as 

they are being affected by the mining operations. The Joint Collector and Additional District 

Magistrate, Kurnool has advised the management to prepare action plan for CSR activities for 

the 2017-18 in consultation with the villagers and requested the management to give priority 

to give local villagers in the employment as well as in the developmental activities. Sri 

KesavaReddy, representative of the unit informed that they are carrying out developmental 

activities under CSR Programmes for their Kolumulapalli mine as per the works given to 

them by the District Collector. The Joint Collector has advised the management to carry the 

same practice in Rangapuram Dolomite Mine also for implementation of developmental 

activities under CSR Programmes. 

Smt Nagalakshamma, Kommurikottala (V): has informed that the mine is using the road 

existing in the kunta for transportation of the mineral and informed that the villagers are 

facing problems due to the overloading of the trucks, dust pollution during the vehicle 

movement, and also causing accidents to the villagers due to the over speed of the vehicles 

from the mine and she requested the district authorities to make alternative road instead of 

allowing the vehicles to pass through the road existing in the kunta of their village. 

Sri Tirupalu, Kommurikottala (V): has informed that they are facing problems due to 

noise from blasting and also informed that though the industry is promising to give 

priority/preference to the local villagers in the employment opportunities, but in actual 

practice they are not giving any importance to the local villagers in the employment 

opportunities. He has informed that the existing mining activity in their village has not given 

employment to any of their villages and requested the district authorities to instruct the 

management to provide employment to the villagers in the mine. 

The Joint Collector and Additional District Magistrate, Kurnool has advised the 

management to give preference to local villagers while providing employment. Sri 
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KesavaReddy, representative of the mine has informed that the proposed Rangapuram 

Dolomite Mine will generate employment to about 60 persons during operation stage and 

assured that they will provide employment to about 50 persons from the Kommurikottala and 

its surrounding villages only in the mine. He has informed that in the existing mine also they 

have provided employment to about 10 persons from the local villages. 

Sri P Sunanda Reddy, President, "Dharithri Paryavarana Parirakshana Samithi", 

Nalgonda District, has suggested the project consultant to carry out baseline study of the 

health status of the surrounding villages, crop production data, ground water availability apart 

from baseline study of water, air and soil quality in the draft EIA report. He has requested the 

management to take steps for the providing rain water harvesting systems to percolate the 

water into the ground. He has requested the management to form a Co-ordination committee 

comprising Government officials, Industry, and villagers to prioritize the CSR activities and 

also to spend the amount deposited by them in the District Mining Fund. He has requested the 

management to carry out the extensive plantation all along the haulage roads to avoid crop 

damage due to dust pollution during the movement of the vehicles. He has also requested the 

management to fix the blasting timings in co-ordination with the nearby farmers to avoid 

damage to their crops due to vibration, and also flying of rocks due to the blasting. He has 

requested the management to provide employment for the youth and to implement the 

developmental activities in the effected surrounding villages. 

Sri Madhu, Kommirikottala (V): has informed that the villagers are migrating to faraway 

places for their livelihood and informed that proposed mine will provide employment to the 

local villagers. He has urged the villagers to support the mining activity as it will provide 

employment to them and also will avoid migration of the villagers to the faraway places. 

Sri Manohar, Kommurikottala (V): informed that the existing Kommurikottala mine has 

provided employment to about 13 villagers and he has requested the management to provide 

employment opportunities to the local villagers in the proposed mining also. 

Sri Ramaiah, Kommirikottala (V): has informed that the villagers are facing problems 

more particularly two wheeler riders due to the dust pollution arising from the vehicles 

moving with overload from the mine. Sri. KesavaReddy representative of the mine has 
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informed that steps will taken to restrict the load to permissible quantity and necessary action 

will be agairst the transporter in case of violations. 

Sri V. Chenna Kesava Reddy, NGO, has requested the management to provide employment 

opportunities to the local villagers and also requested the management to explore possibility 

of providing permanent employment to the local villagers. He has requested the management 

to provide skilled development training to the local villagers to meet their requirements and 

also requested the management to take all possible steps to control dust pollution to meet the 

guidelines of the Central Pollution Control Board. He has requested the management to give 

priority to the effected villages in the CSR activities and requested the district authorities to 

recommend for issue of all required permissions for mining project. 

Sri Madhava rao, Rangapuram (V): requested that the Project proponent to consider their 

village also on par with the Kommirikottala village in the employment opportunities as well 

as in the developmental activities as they are also being effected due to mining operations. 

Sri Hussian Naidu NGO, Hyderabad suggested the management to provide Rubber mating 

and also to use non electrical delay detonators for reducing flying of rock, vibrations during 

blasting. He has raised objection on the environmental consultant for improper the Draft EA 

report and informed that consultant has not carried out any study regarding the impact of the 

mining activity on the nearby water resources such as lakes, rivers, etc., and also on the wild 

life existing in the surrounding area of mine . He has requested the management to develop 

avenue plantation all along haulage roads and also in the buffer zone in the mine lease area 

which will also act as a barrier for controlling the dust pollution and suggested to plant 

species like neem, ganuga, etc., while developing green belt. He has briefly explained the 

Government of India Scheme "Pradhan Mantri Khanija Kalyana Yojana" and requested to 

spend the District Mining Fund for the development of facilities towards education and health 

in the village by forming a committee comprising of District Collector, Surpanch of the 

village, NGO's, and others. He requested to use siren during blasting to alert nearby farmers 

and also requested the management to sprinkle the water along the haulage regularly for 

suppression of the dust emissions. 
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Sri Nageshwar Rao, Kommurikottala (V): has informed that presently SouthWest Mining 

ltd., is using the road passing through the kunta of their village for the movement of the 

vehicles from their mine lease area to Rangapuram Railway Station and requested the district 

authorities to develop alternative road for movement of the trucks as the villagers are facing 

problems due to dust pollution. 

The Joint Collector & Additional District Magistrate, Kurnool has summarized the issue 

raised by the public as i) steps proposed by the management for the rain water harvesting in 

the area ii) development of avenue plantation along the roads to avoid crop damage iii) 

employment opportunities to the local villagers iv) implementation of measures such as 

providing rubber mats etc., to control dust and vibrations from the mine v) overloading of the 

trucks and requested the management to briefly clarify to the public on the above issues. 

RESPONSE OF THE MANAGEMENT: 

Sri Kesava Reddy representative of South West Mining: He informed that they will be 

carrying out mining activity in benches and informed that out of the 91.5 Acres, the mining 

will be carried out only in 12.5 Acres. The Joint Collector has instructed to avoid usage of 

ground water to the maximum extent possible in their mine and to use only runoff for the 

mining operations to conserve ground water in the area. Also, the Joint Collector has 

suggested the management for restoration of existing check dams in the area for rain water 

harvesting apart from constructing gully plugs, check dams in the remaining area of 79 Acres 

of the mine lease area. 

The representative of the mine has informed that they will develop plantation all 

along the haulage roads. The Join Collector has directed the management to plant about 5 

feet height sapling all along the haulage roads and has cited the example of solar power park, 

Gadivemula village, Kurnool district which has planted saplings of 5 feet height on both sides 

of the road to about 8 Kms length. He has requested the management to plant the saplings 

along the roads by providing tree guards and also to maintain the saplings for 2 to 3 years for 

survival of the green belt. The representative of the mine informed that controlled blasting 

techniques will be carried incase of dwelling houses, railway, public roads are within 45mtrs 

from the blasting point and informed that the nearest village is about 1.5 KM away from the 
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blasting point and there is no chance of fly rock and vibration beyond 500m radius from the 

blasting point. 

The representative of the mine has assured that they will be carrying out only control blasting 

and will maintain minimum of 500 mts from the blasting to the village to avoid vibrations 

and also flying rocks. He has informed that presently they are using one tanker for sprinkling 

water along the haulage roads and will increase the frequency of water sprinkling by 

engaging another two tankers for dust suppression along the haulage roads. He has also 

informed that they have given instructions to all transporters to avoid over loading and 

informed that they will provide tarpaulin covering to the trucks to control dust emissions. 

The Joint Collector and Additional District Magistrate, Kurnool has informed that Sri. 

Y.Seela Yellaswamy and other 23farmers in the S.y.No.81,82,83,85, etc., of RS Rangapuram 

Village have represented that dust pollution from the mining activities of South West Mining 

ltd., is causing crop damage in their agricultural land over an extent of 60 Acres and 

requested the management to pay the compensation to the damaged crops. The Joint 

Collector has advised the management to verify the representation by going through the 

revenue records (Adangal) to know the crops being cultivated by these farmers for last five 

years and if any damaged is noticed, the Joint Collector directed the management to 

compensate the farmers appropriately for crop damage due to dust pollution from mining 

activities. 

The Joint Collector and Additional District Magistrate, Kurnool has informed that the 

villagers has raised objections on the movement of the trucks on the road passing through the 

kunta of Kommurikottala Village and assured the gathering that they will explore possibility 

of developing another alternative road. He informed that the management has given a positive 

response to all the issues raised by villagers and informed that district mining fund has been 

created in the district under the chairman ship of the District Collector. He has informed that 

this mining fund will be utilized to create facilities primarily for education and health apart 

from other development activities in the effected villages and also informed that the 

committee has already started spending of the amount for the development of mining effected 

villages in the district. The Joint Collector has assured the gathering that the district mining 

fund will be utilized apart from the CSR funds the industry for the development of effected 
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Addit i nal Di ict Magistrate, 

Kur. ool 	trict 

Joint 

Kommurikottala Village and nearby effected villages after the commissioning of the mining 

activity. 

The Joint Collector and Additional District Magistrate, Kurnool has thanked the public 

for attending the environmental public hearing and expressing their views and suggestions. 

The Public were informed that proceedings of the public hearing is video recorded and issues 

raised are recorded in minutes and shall be sent to the Ministry of Environment & Forests, 

Govt., of India, New Delhi for further necessary action. 

Finally, the meeting ended with vote of thanks by Environmental Engineer, A.P. Pollution 

Control Board, Regional Office, Kurnool. 

vitonméntal Enginéer'TRegional 

office, APPCB, 

Kurnool 

Enclosures: 

(i) C.D for the videography of the proceedings of the Public Hearing Meeting. 

(ii) Written representations received from Sri. Y Seela Yallaswami and 23 other 

farmers of RS Rangapuram Village regarding payment of compensation for the 

crop damage due to mining activities. 

(iii) Written representations received from Sri. P Sunanda Reddy President, "Dharithri 

Paryavarana Parirakshana Samithi", Nalgonda District, Telangana State. 

(iv) Written representations received from Sri. N Ravi Kumar, Spurthy Rural 

Development and Social Service Society. 

(v) Written representations received from Sri. Y Chennakesava Reddy, Chairman of 

Danda kondamma chartable trust, T.Sunkesula (V), Yerraguntla (M), Y.S.R 

District Kadapa. 
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